


In the vibrant mosaic of Caribbean culture, music 
emerges as a vital thread, intricately woven into 
the fabric of our society.  I recognize the profound 

signi�cance of music in shaping our identity, fostering 
social cohesion, and driving economic growth.

Music serves as a powerful tool of our cultural heritage, 
preserving the stories, traditions, and values of our diverse 
communities. It transcends boundaries, uniting people 
across islands and continents in celebration of our shared 
heritage.

Moreover, music plays a crucial role in promoting social 
harmony and understanding. �rough its universal 
language, it brings people together, fostering empathy, 
tolerance, and mutual respect. In a region marked by 
diversity, music serves as a bridge that connects individuals 
from di�erent backgrounds, fostering a sense of belonging 
and solidarity.

Economically, the music industry is a key driver of growth 
and development in the Caribbean. From the iconic 
rhythms of reggae and calypso to the infectious beats 
of soca and salsa, our music attracts millions of visitors 
each year, generating revenue and creating jobs across the 
region.

As custodians of our cultural legacy, it is our responsibility 
to support and promote the music industry, providing 
opportunities for artists to thrive and ensuring that future 
generations can continue to enjoy the richness of our 
musical heritage.

In conclusion, music holds a special place in the Caribbean 
context, serving as a source of pride, unity, and prosperity. 
In my role as the Governor-General, I am committed to 
harnessing the power of music to build a more inclusive, 
resilient, and prosperous future for all.
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Clyde Richardson’s �rst public performance was at 
the Factory Social Center at the age of 4 years old, 
singing the then popular “I don’t have to wait until 

I’m grown up”. Since then, he has been involved in music in 
one way or another in St. Kitts and Barbados. His passion 
for musical arrangements started in his teenage years and 
continues with him even up to today. 

From 2000 to 2005, Richardson directed the Basseterre 
SDA Youth Choir, leading them on tours across several 
Caribbean islands, including St. Lucia and Antigua. 
Between 2008 and 2017, he served as Director for the 
National Choir, contributing to the Federation’s Annual 
National Service. He also served as Director for the St 
Christopher Choral Society.

In 2013, Richardson served as the Director for St. Kitts and 
Nevis Combined Choir, which participated in the Sixth 
Edition of Akwa Ibom Christmas Carol Night, in South- 
Eastern Nigeria. �e event showcased 9999 choristers and 
was touted as the largest gathering of carol singers on the 
planet.

In recognition of his signi�cant contributions, Mr. 
Richardson was honoured with the Nation’s Medal of 
Honour in Music and Arts in 2022. He continues to enrich 
the community by o�ering his expertise to and sharing 
his passion with various church choirs and smaller vocal 
groups, embodying his commitment to fostering musical 
excellence.
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